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A Commentary on 2001: A Space Odyssey

The Collectible Exhibit
by Dennis Gonzales

| 1
story: lee 5*':-;_1|;q:|t-.-| o p}'-u‘uu.ﬁ-: mark watson and lee sharge

t’s been over thirty years, yet | still remember that t“*_‘: met who wos inspired and touched
» . 3y Bhis CINEMofic mosherpiecs 15 o
night. The theater was so quiet you could hear the . eran nomed Dennis Gonzales o
sticky tack of cola syrup as it tugged at your San Mates, California, USA, He is o
shoes under the seats. The year was 1968 and | was =g mon who is not
invited to a special screening of a new
motion picture in New York. The movie
that had just played out across the screen
was Stanley Kubrick’s 2001: A Space
Odyssey. The reason for the quiet was

simple; everyone was in awe.

Whot we hod just experienced waos o was o mowie thot, kor the
metion pichure unlike any thot hod aver kirst hitteen mimses, hod
L"'E'L"r'l SR8 IJ':'IUrE af WU’UIU ey I'.'H‘;' L —— 1] nal are EinEIE '\-'.-'I:|r\-.'.| l:F]
again Since that -.'.|r.|:.-'_ not Star Wars, ngle_'rgup et it snoka
Star Trek, Starship Troopers or ony volumas ho everyana who
other sci-fi film has come close 1o the watched it Stanley
scope and visien of Asthur © Clarke and Kubrick wos a ganius
direcior Stonley Kubnck. 2007: A director whe was nat
Space Ddyssey was o ground ofraid to fread “where no
breaking achisvement in motion piciure one hod gone babore’. His
history. It made everyons who sow il Film style was amazing
think, Ta this day every ime | waich Take, for euomole, his
pecple walch the movie if's ohwoys the heratofora unheard of
same. As with religion and politics, there jumpecut from the
ore o answers ko the questions, no prehistoric shone oge to the

rescive to the argumants p-ﬂ-ﬂl_’h:.l b 2001 boundaries of outer S0

r- Ilrl lLl‘IU’EI'!. OLross |'I'IE

The mavie had a prafeund effect en the swerld s8ill wse that omazing
lives of everyone who saw it for the first pieca of film, in which the
fimwe. Far me if was on epiphany. | knew ope crecture hurls the bane
r-':_'||'|l then and theare what | wanted i inta the air :;|n|;.-' [[+} |'II:I'-"EI it
do—bacoma o writer of sciance fiction transtormed inlo an earth
Althowgh it look nearly hvanty more vears ar |:-|ing:_| nuclear bomb
o] rr.r.|||.zn- |'|'||:|P dream, it |'|'.'\-r.|' E-nn:nrnn

reality and, in 1997, | hod the hanor ot Anather
being compared 1o the great Arthur C pErson
Clorke I::-:.. the Mew York Timas with the |omang
relecse of my sci-fi novel, Voice in the mariy] |
#irror.

| hod anathar legocy | wonted fo live
up to ond it was simply hat Shanley
Kubrick and | baoth went io the same
High Schood (Williom Heward Talt)
irn e Brane, MY, and he was one of
our mast famows olumni and one of
vy personal heroes

2001 broke the mald
whan it caome b sci-hi. Here

Dannis Gonzoles with 7 oot replica of the Monalith
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n:rnl}' :wing his dream but has elected b
share it with the millicns of people
worldwide who alus were louched by this
mowie, Dennis hos spant years gnlhrtring
informaticn and memaerchilia from all
avar the world in order o cresde an
axhibit that tronscends the overoge
MUFSEUTT- Q0 Ng Expanance—
2001: A Spoce Odyasay:
The Collectibla Exhibit

i yeou should hoppen 1o
be in the San Jose,
Californio area in the year
2001, this axhibit i a most
ser. See dekoils of e end of
this article on how you con
wiait s mschibir

2001: A Space
ﬂﬂf.l!b"_ll' WO, of course
bosad on the short slory The
Sentingl by Arthur . Clorke,
At the time of its apening
hippéas (like rn:,.'aaIH_
intellectuals and those still on
the ferce raved abaut this
fechnological ochievameant
The erifics were net 5o kind,
T|'|r:}' attocked tha flm as
being the 340 milion dallar
felby of ane man, Stanley

I{ul‘.ﬁ"il‘lﬁ

As Dennis Gonzales, so
e!cquenH].' described i, “You
either kowed it; hated it; or
you just didn’t undersiond
it." | eouldn's ogres more,
Even e studio heods of
MGM dida’t kneow what e

n1|:||u -EIF I'I'IE ‘EE"’I’I *Hﬂ'ﬂl dﬂ T :IDE-I-F:" H"ul!-
H'.ing.i" ﬂ'-a:,.' mskad . Al ha tima ﬂ'-a'.,-
eouldn’t decide i§ they wers wakching the
company’s biggest noncial disaster or
the grectest motion picture ever moda, At
press reviews in Mew Yok, Washington,
[.C. and Los Angeles, e crifics were

equally puzzled ond perplaxed at how
the movie should be dassified, Alker all
whot thay expectad to see [fo tham the
file, 2001: A Space Odysseay
suggested an action film in ouler spacs|
wis o swashbuckling, romantic, ockion
achenture with ||:|'-r|=. |'||:|h=, I:-IJ'HIE'!_. I:und.
af course—resolufion)
among the siors, What thay
gal was one mon'’s i
million dodiar Frnphn:p' af
the evoluficnary ond

techr ical hture of
munﬁﬁb one hod ever
tried thet babore. Only
Stonlay Kubrick could pull it
off. With his artistic and
cinematic vision of the
evolution of man from ope
like scovenger he galoctic
explorer, his design for the
T transcended EvEry
sci-fi mewie that hod ever

gone befare.

The Exhibit for a Mew
Millemmium

Dannis Gonzoless 2007 A
Spoce Oayssey Collectible
Exhitsil testifies 1o that foct.
He has omassed quike o
number of collechibles ond
memarabilia fram the Film
for the event. His
inraduction o the film
came in 1748% when, as an
aleven year old boy, he
weniured inte the realm of
Eubrick's mavie. As Dennis
puf o, “From |'|'IL‘ momend |
s the Film | knew | waos
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changed. The effect on iy b-eing VS T
,'..'lrl:lfr:-unl:i. A a young man | was touched
by the sound, the ort and the message of
tha movie. | wanted jo get everything |
cemild thed was relcided o 2001 A

Space Odyssey

B wiord want ouf, Dennis began o
peaca fogether the poskers, photos, models
ond hurniture thel represent this milesione
of metion pictures, Collectors of 2001
memarobilio glodly donated porions of
their collection fer the Exhibid | am wurg
EEryGnE oon r=|:|:||| |'|'||:-. dinnerworng usad
by D, Fronk Foole and Commander Dave
Bowman as they ale Feir microwaved
spoce meal aboard the Drscovery, Dennis
wizs able o ocquire o set for the exhibi,
Another fine example of Kubrick's vision
af the fulure was |:|c:|:|i|:'.|n|;:1:| in Il'ua: hlrnirl_lre-
on the spoce stofion. Called the Dijinn
il:ll:ﬂ E:Ed IL|"II'.'|:i|5.. H"IE:.' Lo —tn -] -'_‘Iealgnl:-:' b}'
CHivviess ."-".n:urgue ':'l"-r!:.-' are also on
integral part of the Exhibit. Shown here
ore the octeal sofa and choirs uwed in the
Filrn T|'|E].' are owrieo I:-}' famous woice
acdar Waira' 'u"-"n":,- Fialds |:|F 'p"r"al'l::,-"s.
Wieird Moices. He is a voice acar heard
the word evar and famows for his WwOICE-
overs an weh nombla CD/AROMS as Siar
Trek: The Mext Canerafion, Birth af the
Fedaration and Mechiwarrior

Evarything chout 2001: A Space
Odyssey wos unigue for the eroin
which it wos shown, A8 tha tima of its
release the United Sholes wos embeailed
in @ war no ane wenbad in Yiesnom, A
home, unrest wos evident on every
college compus. The Cold War was in
high gear ond the roce fo the moon was
ot bever pitch, T-:i:hnnln-g:.-' wos poised fo
nxpi':-:-rj-r.- o3 tha naxt revolulion in
computers and communicalion wos sef fo
e e the lives of EVTENPOnE on earin
Kubrick and co-screemwriter Clarke hod a
visicn for the huture and it was mode
evident in the Flm, .l:'.|l'|'||:||..lg|'| io some if
seemed more than a fitthe pessimistic and
porancid, the point was driven home. In
an inderview with Mew York critics,
Kubrick defied his detroctors to ploce o
name on his film. He was adamant when
hie said “.._the mevie was never infended
b be exploined with mere words, The
madmwm is the film and in 2001, the
FeassOge (3 the medivm, | ried b create o
1--:qu I:l.'FErr!’H“_TI:_ EEinic) H'I'I:I'I‘ I',!l:r'Flﬂ'Ewg.
varholized pigecnholing and directy
penetrates the subcansciows with its
emalional ond Fhllnamphuml condent.” He
wasn't kidding!

“With 2001 Kubrick demonstrobed nod
anby o rew way fo make movies, but o
ngw way o woich, listen and think about
maovies, He hod taken the mevie gong
experience and roised it fen notches. B



wiis like sitting in o mussum and shering
af a Picasso. You really hod to think just
to moke sense of whot you were looking
af. Bud it wizs cerlainly worth the effort.
‘When 2001 first |:||:|-|:r-|:1:| it wos shown in
Cingrama theaters, The fore-runner of
MAY, Cinerama used three comenas 1o
project the film onle o lorge, curved
screan, A the tme it mode you feel os if
o wara right thare in the pictura.
Broadeost with steren sound, it wias an
ERparience that rr.quirtd the use of all of
the senses. | sat in the frant row, right in
the canler of the thealer. The experience
et I'I'Ilﬂd'iﬂh:ﬁ'f'll'ﬂa ﬂl'd s I WIIF NESET
forget. Dennis Gonzales seems to have
coptured that same Pesling with his 2007
Exhibit. The memarakilio, models, books
and posters disploy every focet of the
makion pichure ond e objects-de-art it
has spowned.

The Dawn of Man ...and a New
Age in SFX was Barn

From the momaent the picture begon
everyane knew they were in for something
differen, Alkeis, H'I'E'].' cliedn't ko whid
that difference would be. As it urmed out,
mast paople helt it wos o requirement fo
see the movie several imes just 3o they
could fix their own interpratiohon fo i of
coursa fhis was 0 shronge new
phenomencn. The execulives af MGM
were aesiatic. Mever befare had a move
engandered 5o much discussion that
people felt compellad jo sea it over and
over ogain, | sow 2001 several limes
mysett that first year it opened. It was the
topic of discussion on compus, in dorms,
on sirest cormers and just about
mr}mﬁnrg alse, The movie did r.-urnnﬂ'.ing
to the collective psyche of an antire
genaratan. e us wonder aboul
oursehes and our r.|||:||:r: in the uiverse

Yes, and il did boster some rather
hescated nrgurnenh =) relig.run and the
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exislence of a higher power, For the first
time it alsa tronscended the lileral world
and made us fhink that perhops there was
an inlelligence out there that we knew
nathing about. Was it benign® Was it
evil? 'Was it something so completaly
ditterent there could be no name or
verbal explonafion for i, os Kubrick
m-cp|n|r|.||:rr| iFe My opinion is, yas

2001 i movie that must be absarbed
1N 3 SN, |:|:,' cur senses. Rothar |'|'IEII'I h’:l"
to explain it in minue detail, the movie
must be interpreted on o higher level
Bare 5o in hiow IF mode us to e
those ape-like creahures before the
Manalith. From the Dawn of Men we
searched for o hi@ﬁr mmning o our
axistenca. We scraped our way up the
evolufionary laddar in 1o many violen
WEryYS |:r||:|.' o reoch some hig‘u:r. mare
benevolent purpose. Dennis Gonzoles's
Exhibit allows us o stand there, in fron of
all af the symbals of this greaf mahion

pictura and, once agamn, o dream

A | looked of sach repiica | conssdered
how bar we hove coma in the fulfilment of
that dreom so vividhe ployed out in the
screenplay of Kubrick and Clarke. |
exomined the defoiled model of o Jupiter
bound Discovery spocecralt, soddened o
lide by e foct hert the nriginn| prop
usedd in Ehe film wos q:lﬂ:h'-:-}'l-.d
Mevartheless, thanks fo Phil Lublin of
Lunor Modals we con all hove on exoct
replico of the ariginal. (Catch the Lunar
Models Story coming in issue 51)

l'l"frlﬂ'l |'|'||5 FJII'I-'I 1 MENs 2o In mml
affects wos ushered in, including fontastic
wislos of ouler spoce as seen during fhe
Clrion's voyage he an Earth |:|r|:hi|ir15| spoce
station, from the interiors of the Orion fo
the fight attendant’s Zero G uniform
disploying the notso-discrestly ploced
lngn of the now defunct aiding, Pan Am

A side nate, | can recall Ban Am
oHfering for sale fickets on some futuristic
Hight inbs orbir if and when if would
become a possibility. | believe the cost in
196% UU.5. dollars wos a mere
F20.000.00. The special effects in the
Flm heralded sa marmy I'|'|in5:. theal I'udl:r].'

are commenplece to most of us,

Fly Ma to the Moon in a
Miniature Moonbus

Tha film hod its share of specioculor
spocecralt. As Doctor Flayd dozed off the
Aries 1B spocecroft prepared fo make o
computer confrolled londing on the moon.
With the |r.'|r'|d:i|'-g glicl |.:g|1|:. Hu.zing and
the dome r|=h'|:|-:|ing |'|'|r.: Aries mode har
descant. With geor deployed ond
moondust spreaying in the vacuwm, if
5.1:-'1'.4}' put down on the I'r:.rrﬁ'-uulu:
plofform. Hare wos an axample of o
special effect miniature that would make
any medel-maker proud, The detail was
I.LIF.\E;!I'I:i. ng|‘|1 l.'..llm‘m bz the streaticns on her
white axterior. The Exhibyi displenys this &
delailed Aries—a replica, yes, but who
cores® This is o modal fhat has spanned
the oges and shll remaine populor with kit
buildears '|'I'.'H:II:I:|I'. Frn‘:-l:ll:ﬂ:.r the finest models
on display belong to model-moker Scott
Alaxondes. Scoft is the guy the model
mokers at indusirial Light ond Magic coll
upan when |'|'|Ep' weant someons o |:||_.|i||:|
them o madel. Mow that's o reputation
that neads no infroduction. [Sea Seoi
Alexanders 2007 kils reviewsd |'.}:.- tha
Garage Kit Professor alsewhere in this
isaua).

The trip to Clevius wos executed in
suparb cinematic tyle. As the erew
prapared o embark en their inspechion of
H'u:l:l'lgﬂ'-c-}lmlc 0 few momants for o
snock aboord the Moonbus. Here wm
anather example of Kubricks 5FX genius,
The Moonbuws minioture was o beoutiful
work af the model-makers art and Dennis
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Gonzales's 2001 Exhibit includes o
replica of the movie meon ship. This
madeal wos constructed by Dennis and
bath interior and exterior are impeccably
defoiled . Mark Walsan's photos depict the
ship of the euhibit as well as & few special
effects shats of his own

Is That a Maonolith in

Your Living Room?

Mo [:r:hlhil‘ :Ie-pil:ring the science and
science fiction of 2001 would be
complate without at least one replica of
that block icon af mystery: the Monolith
It was probably the quintessential
character in the film—with a sh:,!rrlngF
robe ond not one line of diclogue. O
coursa it spoke wolumes o our
imoginations ot we questionad ifs origin
el NG

Regardless of what it means, it cerfointy
mnnad Kubreck's purpose in that i rmade
us hink His use of cinemohogrophy fo
shoot seanes frem tha boswe aof the

Manolith with the Moon edlipsing the Sun
ond Earth wos o siroke of genius—on
irru;:ga Mo Fq;-r millean dheliar posfer
sailes. OF coursa, hoving o Manalith in
your living roam is o guorontesd way of
brecking the ice when company comes
colling. The 2001 Exnibif olso hos the
Monalith an |:|l.:-|:q'i-:r:.r and, as Dennis
Croanzndes put #, Gl | 5rt|| Wusm‘] as much
contraversy lodeny as it did over thirty
YEOIS 00 when e mavie irs intraduced
us o ik

18 Months Later ...a Computer
Mamed HAL 9000

Fram the Derwn of Man to the Moon and
Clonaus bcuﬂ ond an la Jupih:f'. Kubsrick
takes us on o journay ko the ouler reaches
of the solor system_ It is hers he pulls the
comera bock fo simulate movernent of
Discovery thraugh spoce. Slowly we ore
tmken for a ride along the spacseraft as
the comero pans from the command
madule and arcund to the Rl langth of
tha ship

5|nw|:,r we mova bock urhl we reach
the engine nacelles and sea the ship move
off i the dorkness of spoca. Another
miniobure of superh construction, In 1748
we could believe it was real. Tha Exhibit
hos on display o reproduction of
r:|1'.5|:|:l'|l'|_=ll‘l|r' dm.ignu:ll :-l:ulplﬂ:l and malded
bry Phil Lublin of lunor Modals and
conshructed by Dennis Gonzales. |
purchosed one of Limor Models” kits of
D¥scovery Cna for mysalf. | hope to build
it with o maving satellite dish, epening
pl:u:l |:u;|:|.' oo c:rla-,'.l Evia pDEII!Il'HI:.iDI‘I_.
interior fiber opfic lights and o replico of
P-EICIlIE |:|n|:| Bevermmiesn in @ dil:lrf.‘ar'l"u‘:l | o
going o coll Cipen fhe pod bay doors,
HAL!

The Jl,,-pih:lr mission, althmugh nat
exphained completely in the film, {Kubrick
cul ot fram the o i{.|i|'|¢|| rovia) di harva
moee than its shore of infrigue, rracryhes
and, yes, murdar—pesrpetroted by o
wayward and tokally poranaid computer,
tha HAL #0000 series, who defied the
thres lews of rabolics. || wonder it HAL
g -::.||.1qu‘ |'|'|=m?:l | alsa wander if wa
are correct whan wa call him a he. Afer
all, HAL wes just @ machine, wasn't hed
i Ok wn". mare controversyl As the
scane opaned HAL seamad helphul
enough. Even ployhl as he engoged
Frunl:.' Foole in a rouss ] Qame af ches, |
think thara was o clue here. His
puyehalagical heod game with Dave
Bowmon was another Qivemsy, Al yed
| newer saw it coming. YWhen fhe
communicabions array was sel ko bail, if
s riuctlﬁ,l Hal's Wiy of :u::}'in “ think a
Few Kilobytes are cut of kilker E'era guys.”
Tha umnzing sebi, the rokafing commond
dack. the Pod |:|-|:|:|.'5. ond, of course, HAL
all added 1o one spaciocular
smorgasbord for the eyes. Kubrick wsed
avary IDIE_'.I"-ﬂIr.lurt owailoble [and same
irvended just for the film) alang with siofe-
of-the-art earmera and special effects 1o
bring fis science Fichon dream o
einematic reality. Much of whot wa first
sarw in thot film is today a reality. From
the phone cord used by Docier Floyd fo
put in a long dishance call fo his doughfar
r'rl:lrn the spoce shahion, fo the werassbud
Galileo probe that visited Jupiter anly o
fewr ymars ago. Clorke and Kubrick wera

WISONOra— Wy chead af their Bme.

The Paradox—"0pen the Pod
Bay Doors, HALI™

The scene wos 5|'||:H:|-r.ing and :running in
axecubion, Une , perhaps not
bber all, HAL did read lips. & Poods's
body floated off into space, o shocked
and dismoyed Bowman roced o his
rescue. How mony of us missed the fact
that b wasn't wearing his halmet that first
firve wee: scrwe e film, You eon bet HAL
kﬂEW D'l:llul'ﬂ 'ﬂll:lﬁnl.r |:|:||'|'|||'|-g h'Il: il'llldE



that ship if HAL had anything fo soy
|;||.'u:|u|‘ it, Bt Kubirick wesn't aboul o
learve his humon hero high ond dry n the
vacuum of spoce. He had ofher plons

The scene wos an explosive one. One of
the bast in the film, Mon ogeins rmeachine.

| hrvm b bip v hat fe Dennis
Gonzales. His 2001 Collectible Exhibit
captures the reality of e hilm in every
-dnah::ll From |'|'IE props |:|r||:| =l il r'-E-pi'iEl:li
i tha achuol on set photos of the ackon
as it was filmed, 1o the fandostic model
minichres of the Orion, Aras 1B,
Moonbus, Discovery One ond the EVA
Fod. It drew ma inte the movie again in o
wary | could never have imagined

“It's Full of Stars!™
Mdo othar mahan pichure El'rgEr'ldEl‘Ed iy

The collectible extibii by Dennls Gonzales ar

much adarafian for o medium os 2001
I¥ e ws wonder whers wea shand in tha
siream of timae; mode us ponder what
migght lie befere us. | think more than
|:|n:,'1'|'|in!.:| it weors enferkainimg. All
controversy, arguments about cosmic
meaning ond spiritualistic metaphaor
gside__ it was |l..|:.| a rn:rll:.-' Q:ﬁ'.‘i FTRCviE.
That is what Dennis Gonzoles has ploced
hr.f-nrz us ir s r:nllech'-nn l:zj
memarabilio. The artwork and atterfion
o detail of paople who con anly be
clossified as fons of a greot film. Yes, the
Exhibit is Full of Stars, assemmbled in o
wanderful format for mveryane o =y,

My hot goes off o oll contributors fo
iha exhibit- Bhil Lublin of lumar Modals,
Mark E. Blunck's postars, Wally Fields for
the fwrniture, Danniz Gilliam for the spoce

swits, Actor Gary Lockwood (Doclor Frank
Poole), Mark Watsan for the fabulows
photos and, most of all, the coordinator
for the anfire exhibdt, Dannis Gonzales,
far tha years of painstaking work Mot
warif info mn_'rJrln_g this asxchitsil a .'eml.:l_':.-'.
Mow Dennis, | honestly think you ought
fo 5.|r-:_'.|::.|wn |:|:||rn|'|.'. bake alress pi" !

MMOTE: Yeu eon access Danmas
Gonzales's webaite os weall as all of the
othar sites devosed o the science and
science fiction of 2001: A Space
Odyssey pleae log onto
s, 01Ty, O and Fellew the 2007

Lirks.

Fhokss copprght Mark Wiatkon, 1998,
Lea Shargel, 2000; fom Sisler, 2000

In the Garage with—
Scott Alexander’s
2001: A Space Odyssey Kits

story and photos: lee ‘The Garage Kit Professor’ shargel ® models: scott alexander

was first introduced to Scott Alexander by Dennis
Gonzales. Scott hails from California and has been

making

his own model kits for over fifteen years.

They are exact, highly detailed and well worth the

money.

These are rot your run of the mill
styrene model kits, Here are subjects
copable nlhahgbuﬂfhwmmﬁ'rm
standords, OF course a ket depands on the
modaler's skill level ond patience. Mot
that thera is anything wrong with the ki,
it just that yeu will really want o toke
your time building thess beauties.

It started with o company nomed
AURORA

For most of us crazed modelers (you
alder modelars know what | mean] i ol
storted back in the sixfies when o
Hampsteod, Mew York called -
Aurora began producing the most

fomous monsters of the mavias,

Frankenstein, The Wolfman, Drocula, The
pnﬂ:rmmn:rhw .N‘uh-wl

Slﬂﬂnlu.ﬂﬂ:walmmupupﬂur
those same kil
can sefl for over ten sond dioflars, (F

we'd only known than._. Anyway, thot's
onather sod store. Back 1o Scalt
Alaxander, who on his model mnh:ling

coresr around 1985, His first project was
making reproductions of the most sought
after Avrora kits. He would ooquire an
crignal, make malds of all of the ports
mm*m inrﬁin-“‘r&f‘l h!-hbl.rid
packoge tham in o hand-made box and
cover this with |ases
color copses of the
original artwork.

Moedless to say,
they sold like
hoteokes. Modelers
werg scshotic. Hene
were exocl replicos
of Hwe-nrigil'ﬂ:lj
Aurora Tl:ll:dnh

ing sold at o
mm af the
collectible cost. In
foct, they waera so
eoul afaclive you
could buy two, build
one and save the
ather. Business wos

Teo good! Scolt olso worked in the
m pichure business s o visual efech
arfist and he didn’t have a let of fime o
be making mokds, costing kits, making
boxes, ate. Yal he confinued o produce
Aurora reproductions off and on for the
nexd five years. When he ran out of
mansters he decided o create has own
dﬁigﬁ E;i‘l: P-upuln'r kits. His First pl'ﬂ|ElC|
was the Morman Bates house from the
syeho. It was o superhly

IT'H:W'iE'F

detniled model and Scoft took it a step
further by designing his own Aurora-style




